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Why Take a Ride Seminar?
This month, I’m going to do a follow-up on last months article, sharing why I feel it is
important to have a ride course. This month, I want to talk about why should I take any of the
rider seminars. Seminars like the Road Captain Seminar, Crash Scene Response Seminar, or
even the Team Riding Seminar. What can we learn from these that we don’t already know.
The most exciting part of any seminar is hearing other peoples experiences, ideas,
perspectives, and stories. It doesn’t matter how smart we are… we can learn something even
from the worse rider who needs the seminar more than anyone. We are human, which means
we make mistakes. Why should we share these mistakes with others? Because it may be the
small piece of information that could cause them to make the right move, decision, or maneuver
to prevent a catastrophic event. It may save their passengers life, or their own.
As we gain experience in riding, we pick up certain habits. A lot of these are habits we have
learned from our time behind a steering wheel. It may be a habit that we have done that way
for years, and never knew there were other options. Taking a seminar adds to the experiences
we have on our bikes… and even in our cars. I’ve often said, I’m a better rider today because
of my motorcycle skills, and for the most part, that is true.
So what kind of things can we learn from a seminar? For one, do
you know what the lead bike, and the last bike in a group of bikes is
called? Do you know what kind of things each of these position can do
to make our ride safer? Do we know the things we should know in
order to not cause a problem in the middle of the pack? Do we even
know any of the hand signals in case someone’s CB goes out, so we can at least share with them
what we are doing?
There are many ways we can polish our skills, be a safer rider
while still having fun. Heck, many of these seminars are packed
full of funny stories and can actually be fun to attend. Just like in
life… we get out of it what we put into it.
I enjoy riding in the groups, IF, the group can ride together
safely. The other advantage to riding with a group is if you have
a mechanical or physical issue to come up, there is someone
there that can help. Being alone a good portion of my trip last year, put many a mile with no
one in sight. It was spooky at times, and my thought was, IF something happened to me, how
long would I lay on the side of the road before someone would find me? Honestly, I actually
thought of this, and even did location sharing in Google with a family member and a friend.
So, next time you have an opportunity to take a ride seminar, I highly suggest it. It may
actually save your life, or get you home safely.
Until next time, ride safe, ride often, and be thankful you have a ride,

Mike Melton
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Chapter Member Input
George & Gloria Servant

A New Trip
In the Fall of 2019, we planned our next road trip for Spring/Summer 2020 to Kentucky, Michigan and
surrounding areas. Then came March 2020, and we all know what that brought: COVID-19, followed by
the other new variants. Campgrounds were either closed or completely filled because people that were
there were unable to move to other campgrounds or go home. Snowbirds could not return to Canada.
Most of the places we had planned to visit were closed with no sign of opening back up in the near
future. With so many places around the country unavailable to travelers, many new people realized that
camping in a tow-behind camper, fifth wheel or motor coach was the safest way to travel, with no need
for motels and restaurants along the way. That only made finding open and available RV campgrounds
more scarce.
So we cancelled 28 reservations we had booked and stayed home. We attempted to re-book in 2021,
but things really had not improved much. We were able to get away locally, with a few week long trips
to Hilton Head, Myrtle Beach and Cape Hatteras and a two-month trip to Tennessee, including
Graceland (Elvis Presley’s home), Hot Springs, Wing Ding, Branson, Hannibal, and Arkansas and
Missouri for a lot of great back road riding, while hoping 2022 would get even better. It’s now 2022,
and welcome to the “NEW NORMAL”. We were finally able to redo the original 2020 plans and head
to Kentucky. Our thinking was Mid-April through mid-May should be a good time to travel, winter would
be over, springtime mild temperatures would prevail and returning home before the oppressive
summer heat. We packed clothing light keeping layers in mind, just in case. As it turned out, that was
the best decision.
We have been on the road for just 10 days as I start writing this article and we
have experienced some decent (riding) weather, intermittent with a night of
tornado watches and warnings all around us, cool temps every day, a frost two
mornings and light snow last night. And the constant wind and gusts, rocking the RV
often and nearly blowing us off the road on the trike a few times in higher
elevations.
Undeterred, we did spend a day visiting the ARK Encounter in
Williamstown, Kentucky. This is a life-size wooden replica of Noah’s
Ark built to Biblical historical specifications. It measures 510 feet
from bow to stern and over 7 stories tall. It features three decks full of
world-class exhibits and stunning visuals that expects to answer
many questions concerning the great flood. Much like other themed
attractions, there are plenty of snack shops, gift shops, coffee,
restaurants, auditorium, zoo, zip lines, etc.
Then on to the Creation Museum a couple days later.
Exhibits start with Creation and feature most the major events
in the Bible to the New Testament. Also very well done. In
hindsight, one should visit this attraction prior to the Ark as it
was the inspiration for the larger Ark Encounter. Both
definitely worth visiting, regardless of your personal
religious views. Very educational.
We took a day trip to Cincinnati and did the Food and Culture Tour. Our local, very
informative guide pointed out the city’s prominent buildings and local history on a
walking and trolley tour throughout the day. We started the Food
Tour near the Roebling Suspension Bridge (an engineering marvel
for the day and the model for the later and larger Brooklyn Bridge)
and with an authentic Belgian Waffle at Taste of Belgium.
(Continued on page 4)
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Chapter Member Input
Continued
(Continued from page 3)

That was followed by Skyline Chili for a Coney Dog, then Holman’s Donuts. On to
Graeter’s Ice Cream for a raspberry chocolate scoop and ending with grilled Goetta (a
local delicacy similar to scrapple) at Eckerlin Meats. Ended our tour with a pic with Mr.
Red Legs at Findlay Market.

Also took in a few hours of the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center. Then a one hour ride
back to our campground in search of some Tums :-).
Got in a few days of great back road riding in and out of Ohio,
Indiana and Kentucky. Even found a few quilt shops that we had to stop
and visit and a few craft breweries. Then we moved on to the great
metropolis of Salvisa, KY. The road into our new campground was very
narrow and quite a challenge with our 55 feet of RV and trailer, but we
made it. From our new base, we visited the Josephine Sculpture Park, a 30 acre park open to local artists
to build and show their works of art.
Spent some time in Frankfort, the state capital of Kentucky including a tour of the Rebecca
Ruth Candy Factory, the originator of the Bourbon Ball Chocolate. Yes,
we bought some, not bad. Then off to the Four Roses Bourbon Distillery
for a tasting. By local law, they can only serve 1.7 ounces
of alcohol, but you can buy as much as you want to go. The next day
we made it to Woodford Reserve for an excellent distillery tour and
another tasting. More back road riding for a few days, on and off of
Broadway, Kentucky’s oldest street established in 1774, two years before the nation was born.
After a week in the Lexington area, we moved closer to
Louisville. From our new base, we spent a day at Churchill
Downs, explored the Derby Museum and watched seven
races that afternoon. It was Champions Day and just 2 days
before Kentucky Oaks and 3 days before the Kentucky
Derby. They expected crowds of over 100,000 and we
planned to be away from that scene. But before we left
Louisville, we spent another full day
visiting the Louisville Slugger (baseball bat) Factory and
Museum, followed by a few hours at the Muhammed Ali Center,
just 2 blocks nearby. Finished off the day with a great lunch at
Mussels and Burgers, an upscale bar specializing in gourmet
burgers, and of course, one last bourbon
cocktail.
When in Kentucky, I’m pretty sure it’s a state
law to have a little bourbon every day.

George & Gloria Servant
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District Rider Educator
Rich Kitco
6 Ernie Court
Irmo, SC 29063
843-240-3392
Capn_rich_1@yahoo.com

Tires and Warm Weather
Is hot weather any harder on your tires than cooler weather? It may
seem so but according to Pirelli, the tire manufacturer, 165 degrees is
operating temperature. Does weaving back and forth bring them up to
temperature? Not really! It has to do with the way motorcycle tires are
made. To warm the tires before a ride it is best to rapidly accelerate and
brake several times. This heats up the tire fastest.
Most tire failure happens in summer, but, that is when we put on the
most miles! Be extra vigilant with checking air pressures, checking for
debris and objects in the tread and doing a visual check during your
ride. Remember, you can’t call AAA or Rescue Plus to come put on the
spare.
The biggest cause of tire failure in summer is under inflation not hot
roadways. According to Dunlop Motorcycle Tires: For a properly inflated
tire, under normal conditions, heat should not be a concern. The key
phrase here is; PROPERLY INFLATED. So be vigilant about checking tire
pressures. That is the most important maintenance you can perform.
Before every ride or at least weekly.
Found a good deal on an early model GL1800. Be sure to check the
valve stems. They came with the rubber stems that were very prone to
failure. Change them out! Every time new tires are installed, have new
stems installed, Cheap insurance.
Have fun on your summer trips but remember your tires, your life is
riding on them.

Richard Kitko
South Carolina Senior District Educator
Level 4 Senior Master #9349
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Member Input

At the Big Lynn Lodge
What it’s supposed to look like

What it really looked like
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Good Times and Good Eating!
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Recipe of the Month
Old Fashioned Beef Stew
Ingredients
3 tablespoons olive oil
2 pounds beef stew meat, cubed
4 cubes beef bouillon, crumbled
4 cups water, hot
1 teaspoon dried rosemary
1 teaspoon dried parsley
1/2 teaspoon black pepper
2 teaspoons cornstarch
2 teaspoons cold water
3 large potatoes, peeled and cubed
4 carrots, cut into 1-inch pieces
4 stalks celery, cut into 1-inch pieces
1 large onion, chopped
Directions
1. In a dutch oven on the stove-top over medium heat, heat the olive oil.
2. Once the oil starts to simmer, cook the beef in batches, making sure not to overcrowd
the pot. Cook each piece until brown on all sides. Move any browned cubes to a plate
while the others cook.
3. Once the beef is all cooked, dissolve the bouillon in the hot water and add it to the pot.
4. Add the beef back into the pot.
5. Add the rosemary, parsley, and pepper to the pot.
6. Scrape up any brown bits at the bottom of the pot.
7. Bring the broth to a boil, then reduce the heat so the broth is at a low simmer. Cover
with the lid.
8. Simmer for 1 hour, stirring occasionally.
9. In a small bowl, mix the cornstarch and cold water to make a slurry, mixing until
smooth. This will help thicken the stew.
10. Once the soup has simmered for 1 hour, add in the potatoes, carrots, celery, onions,
and the cornstarch slurry and stir until mixed thoroughly.
11. Simmer for 1 hour covered, stirring occasionally.
12. Serve hot
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What’s Happening This Month and Beyond
Here are some things that are coming up in the future. Submit info for this page to
admin@gwrra-sc-g.org

Chapter G Gathering and
Plaque Capture Ride
June 11th

Tuesday July 12
Live Oak Smokehouse
1440 S Live Oak Dr,
Moncks Corner, SC

We will begin by gathering (at a
location to be determined) for an
early breakfast (or early for some).
We will have a very short meeting,
catch up on some future plans and
then ride up to Lexington to bring
home the plaque. We need your
assistance and commitment to
make this happen. Watch for a “G”Mail with further information.

Thursday July 28
McAlister’s Deli,
400-A Azalea Square Blvd,
Summerville, SC

Upcoming Events

—————————————
Plaque Capture

Meet to Eats

The District Plaque Capture will be on
June 25th. Chapter “SC-P” will be hosting
the plaque in Lexington, SC. Folks, it has
been awhile since we have captured the
plaque. Let’s get a great ride in and go earn
our Wings! Let’s get the “G-Force” going
again.

Tuesday June 7
La Hacienda Mexican
1205 N. Main St.,
Summerville, SC

Short Notice Rides
We continue to support short notice
rides on a fairly regular basis now. If
you would like to be on the short
notice ride list, email Kevin or Mike so
they can add you to the list. You will
also be provided the email addresses.
Anyone who wants to put together a
ride is welcome to. Just please, try to
coordinate with Bruce so we don’t
create conflicts.

Thursday June 23
Barony House,
401 Altman St,
Moncks Corner, SC
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All events listed on this page are subject to change without notice, due to the Covid-19 protection measures
suggested by the CDC and appropriate government offices.

June 2022
GWRRA Event / Ride Schedule for Chapter “G”
Sun
29

Mon
30

Tue
31

Wed
1

Thu

Fri

2

3

Sat
4

SC District Rally—Anderson, SC

5

6

7

8

9

10

11
Chapter Gathering
SC District Ride

Meet to Eat

12

13

14

15

16

17

18
ARC Class
Lexington, SC

19

20

21

22

23

24

Plaque Capture
SC-E is Host

Meet to Eat

26

27

28

29

30

25

1

2

Wing Ding 43, Shreveport, LA

THIS MONTH IN CHAPTER ‘G’
Everything on this calendar is subject to change. Check our online calendar for the most up to date info at www.gwrra-sc-g.org

2-4 JUN - SC District Rally in Anderson. Our Chapter Gathering will be moved to the following week.
7 JUN - Meet to Eat, La Hacienda Mexican, 1205 N. Main St., Summerville, Eat at 6:30pm
11 JUN - Chapter Gathering Chapter Gathering - Golden Corral, 4968 Centre Point Dr, North Charleston
11 JUN - District Plaque Capture. Chapter SC-P will be host out of Lexington area.
23 JUN - Meet to Eat, The Barony House, 401 Altman St, Moncks Corner, Eat at 6:30pm

Upcoming Events

Meet to Eats

• June 2-4 — SC District Rally, Anderson, SC
• June 28-July 2 — Wing Ding, Shreveport, LA
• September 8-10– Wings over the Smokies

Eat at 6:30pm

• 7 Jun—La Hacienda Mexican, 1205 N. Main St., Summerville
• 23 Jun—The Barony House, 401 Altman St, Moncks Corner
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All events listed on this page are subject to change without notice, due to the Covid-19 protection measures
suggested by the CDC and appropriate government offices.

July 2022
GWRRA Event / Ride Schedule for Chapter “G”
Sun
26

Mon
27

Tue
28

Wed
29

Thu
30

Fri
1

Sat
2

Wing Ding 43, Shreveport, LA

3

4

5

6

7

8

9 Chapter ‘G’
Chapter G
Gathering

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

20

21

22

23

Meet to Eat

17

18

19

District Plaque
Capture

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

5

6

Meet to Eat

31

1

2

4

3

THIS MONTH IN CHAPTER ‘G’
Everything on this calendar is subject to change. Check our online calendar for the most up to date info at www.gwrra-sc-g.org

2 JULY - Chapter Gathering Chapter Gathering - Golden Corral, 4968 Centre Point Dr, North Charleston
12 JULY - Meet to Eat, Live Oak Smokehouse, 1440 S Live Oak Dr., Moncks Corner, SC
23 JULY - District Plaque Capture
28 JULY - Meet to Eat, McAlister's Deli, 400-A Azalea Square Blvd, Summerville, SC

Upcoming Events

Meet to Eats

• June 28-July 2 — Wing Ding, Shreveport, LA
• September 8-10– Wings over the Smokies

Eat at 6:30pm
12 JULY — Live Oak Smokehouse, 1440 S Live Oak Dr, Moncks
Corner
28 JULY — Meet to Eat, McAlister's Deli, 400-A Azalea Square
Blvd, Summerville, SC
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Brain Teasers
Since the introduction of the euro, many other
currencies have gone into retirement. Can
you name the country associated with each
former currency below.
Country
A. Finland
B. Latvia
C. Italy
D. Greece
E. Austria
F. Netherlands

Answers:
1-D 2-E
3-A 4-F
5-B 6-C

Currency
1. Drachma
2. Schilling
3. Markka
4. Guilder
5. Lats
6. Lira
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T H E B U L L E T I N B O AR D

June Anniversaries

June Birthdays

Jerry & Susan Williams............. June 25

Susan Akin .............................. June 2
Kathy Truluck .......................... June5
Franklin Simmons ................... June 13
Jerry Williams .......................... June 25
Sherri Pawlak ........................... June 27

Michael & Sherri Pawlak .......... June 26

Note: If you
missed your
an email to
Include your
needed) and
needed).

are new to Chapter ‘G’, or if we've
birthday or anniversary, please send
Mike Melton at meltong@cfl.rr.com.
name, birthday (Month/Day, no year
anniversary (also Month/Day no year

VARIOUS DISTRICTS EVENTS
SC District Rally - 2-4 June 2022
Wings Over the Smokies - 8-10 September, 2022
GA Come Ride In - 15-17 September, 2022
AL District Rally - 29 September—1 October, 2022
VA District Rally - 6-8 October
MS District Rally - October 13-15 2022
SC District Campout - October 20-22, 2022

During the summer month, you need to stay Hydrated. Especially, on those warm or windy
rides. Just be careful how much you drink, and, never pass up the opportunity to use the
restroom.
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Funnies
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